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	 �IH London’s University Foundation Programme (UFP) gives you the language and academic 
skills to enter and do well at a British University. If you successfully complete the course 
you’ll be able to join an undergraduate degree programme. 

	� The UFP builds on your secondary school education and is a practical alternative to A-Levels 
which are usually studied over two years.

	 Secondary school education in home country

	 Access to university education

A-levels 
(2 years)

University Foundation Programme 
(6 or 9 months)

or

	 Course benefits 

	 • �Flexible and modular - you can study over six or nine months 

	 • �Choose topics that suit your strengths and interests 

	 • �Provides a structured pathway to an undergraduate 
degree in Engineering, Business Studies, Finance and 
Accounting at top universities in the UK

	 • �High quality teaching by university lecturers who will 
prepare you for a degree course

	 • �Integrated English study programme to develop your 
communication and study skills 

	 • �Includes an IELTS preparation programme to take you to 
IELTS 6.5

	 • �Support and guidance to help you choose and apply for  
a suitable degree course

	 • �Study in a group of no more than 15 students.

	 Universities which past UFP students have gone to 

	� * IH London has secured agreements with these universities 
to offer our UFP students places on their degree programmes. 

	 For more details consult our website

	 London

	� Brunel

	 Greenwich*

	 Imperial College London

	 King’s College London

	 Kingston

	 London South Bank

	 London Metropolitan*

	 Middlesex*

	 Queen Mary*

	 Roehampton*

	 UCL

	 Westminster

	 Outside London

	 Aston (Birmingham)*

	 Befordshire*

	 Brighton*

	 Buckingham*

	 Coventry*

	 Essex*

	 Glamorgan

	 Liverpool John Moores*

	 Newcastle

	 Oxford Brookes*

	 Southampton

	 Sussex

	 West of England*

	 York
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	� Because our UFP is flexible, you can choose to focus on 
Business (page 4), Engineering (page 5) or Law (page 6 - 
7). This will help you prepare for the specific undergraduate 
degree you wish to take. 

	� Each option includes the compulsory English Language 
module, which will improve your communication skills and 
prepare you for academic study by working on the following:

	 • �Reading academic texts

	 • Listening and note-taking

	 • Research skills

	 • Essay writing 

	 • Discussion and presentation skills

	 • Grammar and vocabulary 

	 • �Preparation for IELTS test, to help you reach an IELTS  

band score of 6.5

	

	 Student feedback
	 Wasim Berbash, Libya

	� “I studied the UFP in Business at International House 
London. It was such a good experience for me because I 
had very good tutors teaching me business modules as 
well as mathematics and IT.

	� The program was very well designed for international 
students. It definitely prepares you with the knowledge 
you need for university life. Also, students at IH can easily 
adjust to social life in London by making a new friends from 
other countries.”

�	� More details about all the UFP options are available on our 
website: www.ihlondon.com/preparing-for-university/

Entry Requirements

How is the course assessed

You will be assessed on your English ability and your performance in academic subjects. Your 
English ability is measured by your IELTS score, with the goal of achieving 6.5. The academic 
modules are assessed by a combination of coursework and two formal exams per module. Your 
final mark is based on the outcome of both of these.

	 Entry requirements

	� • �Applicants to the University Foundation Programme must 
prove an intermediate competence in English with the 
equivalent of an IELTS score of 5.0 or a TOEFL 175 (cbt) for 
the nine-month programme, or an an IELTS score of 5.5 or 
a TOEFL 196 (cbt) for the six-month programme. 

	 • �The University Foundation Programme is for overseas 
students who have successfully completed secondary 
education in their home country. The minimum entry age 
is 17 years old.

	 • �Computer literacy is a vital part of this course. If necessary 
we can help you achieve the European Computer Driving 
Licence (ECDL) qualification. 
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	 Business Foundation Course 

	 Basic Maths with IT 

	� This module prepares you for university with a range of IT 
(information technology) skills, and a firm understanding 
of intermediate maths, which you’ll need for a UK business 
degree course. 

	 Economics and Finance 

	� This module teaches you about macroeconomics and 
financial accounting, and is excellent preparation for 
international students who want to study a finance, 
accounting or business degree. The module includes: 

�• �Macroeconomics: how domestic and international economic 
change affects business organisations 

�• �Financial accounting: introducing non-specialist students 
to basic financial and management accounting skills and 
techniques 

�• �Familiarising students with the use, analysis and 
interpretation of accounting statements, as well as the 
preparation of financial statements.

	 The Business Environment 

	� This module introduces you to issues and controversies 
in the current business environment. It is an excellent pre 
university course to help you understand the wider issues 
around business. The module will also improve your study 
skills in a business context, allowing you to progress onto a 
number of different business degree courses. We look at: 

�• �Debates in the global economy that relate to ethical issues 
in the UK market 

�• �The framework of the present business environment in the 
European Union. 

	 �IH London’s Business Foundation Course is an ideal pre university course for international 
students who want to study a business-related degree at a UK university. The nine-month course 
starts every September, and the six-month course starts every January. 

	� Like our other pre university courses, it includes a compulsory academic English language 
module to help you reach an IELTS score of 6.5. The Business Foundation Course also covers 
English for business students, so you have a good grounding in the language of business 
before you go to university. You can choose to study the following modules as part of your 
Business UFP: 

	 Student feedback
	 Mansour Abdulghaffar, Saudi Arabia

	� “I joined IH London on their UFP course to gain entry to a UK 
University; as per the admission requirements of international 
students. After studying at IH, I chose to study BSc Business 
Information Technology at the University of Westminster, which 
I graduated from with an Upper-Second Class Honours Degree. 
In September 2010, I enrolled on a new and very exciting 
course at the world-renowned University College London, on 
their MSc in Technology Entrepreneurship. 

	� My time at IH London can best be described as one of the best 
experiences I had in the UK; especially being able to meet and 
socialise with people from all over the world (International 
House really does live up to its name!). 

	� Academically speaking the course itself was superb. I believe 
it has equipped me well with the all the skills and knowledge 
I required to study (and excel) at a UK higher education 
institution. And to this day during my masters, I still make use 
of the many skills learnt whilst on the UFP at IH (some of which 
no text-book will teach you).”
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Engineering Foundation Course 

	 �IH London’s Engineering Foundation Course is an ideal pre university course for international 
students who want to study an engineering-related degree at a UK university. The nine-month 
course starts every September, and the six-month course starts every January. 

	� Like our other pre university courses, it includes a compulsory academic English language 
module to help you reach an IELTS score of 6.5. The Engineering Foundation Course component 
includes the following modules: 

	 Advanced Mathematics

	� This course will extend your mathematical knowledge and 
skills. It will help you fast track to an engineering degree, 
or a physics degree, at a UK university. To prepare for 
undergraduate study, Engineering modules are taught in a 
British university style, with lectures and tutorials. 

	 Physics (Double Module) 

	� This module is excellent way to prepare for university if you 
want to start a physics degree. The module focuses on the 
following topics: 

�• �Newtonian mechanics, including statistics, linear and 
rotational dynamics 

�• �The role of forces and energy in molecular structures of 
matter 

�• �The properties and thermodynamics of liquids and gases 

�• �The role of fields, particularly gravitational and 
electromagnetic fields 

�• �The description of natural phenomena and widespread 
occurrence of oscillations and wave motion, explored through 
from the physics of sound. 

	 Student feedback
	 Hamzah Laimon, Jordan

	�� “Although my knowledge of English was at an intermediate level, I had never studied 
any scientific topics (e.g. Physics, Maths etc) in English. The UFP was very successful 
in bridging the gap between my previous education and the English language. The 
courses I took in Engineering were very comprehensive and proved useful, especially 
during my first year at university. 

	� Upon finishing my course at International House, I enrolled in King’s College London, 
one of Britain’s best universities and ranked in the top 25 Universities in the world. I 
graduated in 2009 with First Class Honours in Mechatronics with an MEng degree.” 

	 How to apply

	� To apply for the Business or Engineering Foundation 
Course please complete the application form at the back 
of the brochure or visit www.ihlondon.com/preparing-for-
university to apply online. 

	 You can also email us at ufp@ihlondon.com

	� Please remember to scan or send your supporting 
documents: i.e. your High School leaving certificate and 
your IELTS score or equivalent.
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	 Law Foundation Course

	 Course Objectives 

	� To provide students with an 
introduction to some of the “core” 
legal subjects; to introduce them to 
the basic analytical skills needed 
to evaluate legal problems and 
construct legal arguments; to equip 
them with a working knowledge and 
understanding of the legal system 
and environment in which the legal 
profession and judiciary operate.

	 ��Law Modules 

	� The Law Option runs for three terms. 
It is intended to prepare students 
for undergraduate studies in Law, in 
terms of subject content, academic 
environment and assessment.

	� Students will study six major areas of 
law. The main features will include:

•	 Legal Method & Skills
	� Use of legal materials and resources; 

legal problem-solving and analysis. 
(This element also seeks to assist the 
student in developing the necessary 
study skills).

�IH London’s Law Foundation Course is an ideal pre university course for international students 
who want to study law. The Law Foundation starts in September and is available as a nine-
month course only.

The programme is offered in partnership with the prestigious University of Buckingham. Students 
who complete the foundation programme can enter the University of Buckingham’s fast-track two-
year Law degree. Like our other pre university courses, it includes a compulsory academic English 
language module to help you reach an IELTS score of at least 6.5, as well as being excellent 
university preparation for a law degree.

•	 �Introduction to the English Legal 
System

	� The structure and hierarchy of the 
courts and of the judiciary: the 
common-law and its main principles.

•	 Introduction to the Law of Contract
	� The elements of contracts: contract 

terms and the effects of breach.

•	 Introduction to Tort Law

	� The nature of tortious liability: 
selected torts (in outline).

•	 Introduction to Criminal Law
	� The elements of crime: defences; 

selected crimes (in outline).

•	 Introduction to European Union Law
	� The nature and structure of the EU and 

its Institutions: the major doctrines 
and principles of EU Law.
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Progressing to a Law Degree 

	 The University of Buckingham Law Degree

	 �1. �Buckingham has been the top UK 
university for student satisfaction 
for three years in a row. (National 
Student Survey 2008, 2007, 2006).

	 �2. �You gain a traditional three-year 
degree in just 2 years. Students 
gain their degrees in just two years 
because they work intensively and 
efficiently with very short vacations. 
There is no cutting of corners and no 
‘distance learning’. 

	 �3. �Guaranteed student accommodation 
in the first year. All students at 
Buckingham are guaranteed a room 
in student accommodation during 
their first year of study, provided 
that they complete and return 
their accommodation contract in 
advance. 

	

	 �4. �Student : academic staff ratio. 
Buckingham’s student to staff 
ratio puts us among the top UK 
universities. Buckingham have 
one member of staff for every 8.4 
students, whereas the UK university 
average is one member of staff to 
every 17.5 students. 

	 �5. �Buckingham is independent. 
Buckingham remains unique 
because, unlike other UK 
universities, it does not receive 
direct subsidy from the Government. 
The university can focus on the 
student rather than worrying about 
regulatory interference.

	 �How to apply

	� To apply for the Law Foundation 
Course please complete the 
application form at the back of the 
brochure or visit www.ihlondon.com/
preparing-for-university to apply 
online. 

	� You can also email us at 
ufp@ihlondon.com

�	� Please remember to scan or send your 
supporting documents: i.e. your High 
School leaving certificate and your 
IELTS score or equivalent.

	� The Law School, situated on the University’s Verney Park 
campus, offers a stimulating environment for the study and 
teaching of Law.

	� Uniquely, it offers the opportunity to complete a 
conventional three-year honours degree in just two years. 
Moreover you can gain an LLM in a further nine months. 

	� High academic standards combined with a practical 
approach mean that Buckingham is one of the most 
respected Law Schools in the United Kingdom and was in 
the top twenty in The Guardian’s league table (2007).

	� The key to Buckingham’s success is small group teaching. 
At undergraduate level, the Law School has no more than 
five students in each tutorial, allowing you to develop your 
skills in a friendly environment. 

	� In addition, Buckingham recognises that law graduates are 
highly sought after in a broad range of careers, Your tutors 
will also help you acquire valuable transferable skills for 
those not planning to enter the legal profession.

	 Why choose University of Buckingham?

Students who complete the Law Foundation Course can 
progress directly to the University of Buckingham’s two-
year undergraduate Law degree. High academic standards 
and practical teaching mean Buckingham is one of the most 
respected Law Schools in the country: one of the top twenty in 
the Guardian’s league table (2007).



	 Introduction to the University Foundation Programme (UFP)

8 

2011



UFP Curriculum and Entry Requirements

Tel. +44 (0) 20 7611 2425      www.ihlondon.com       9 

General Student Visa (GSV

As a prospective University Foundation student, we suggest that you apply for a General Student Visa as it can be can be renewed and
extended from within the UK. However, there is a minimum English language level requirement for this visa, which you will be asked to prove
before we can issue you with a CAS statement. (Please check the UKBA website for further guidance). Please note that all University
Foundation courses consist of 21 hours of study per week, which meets the requirements for this kind of visa.

Please note: GSV applicants must provide International House London with a scanned copy of their passport, and a scan or fax showing
documentary evidence of their English language level, for example, a High School Leaving Certificate, IELTS test score, Cambridge Certificate,
or TOEFL score. An Entry Clearance Officer at the British Embassy will need to see the original copy and check it is consistent with the level of
the course booked.
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Deposit

INTERNATIONAL HOUSE
The conditions below set out the terms and conditions between you,
the student and International House.

British Immigration Regulations
International House London will provide the documentation required
for students to apply for study visas where applicable. Documentation
in support of study visa applications will only be provided upon receipt
of the £1,000 course deposit. Please not that all non-EEA students must
study for a minimum of three hours per day (15 hours per week) to
comply with British immigration regulations.

The School has a legal obligation to collate and maintain application
information, as well as passport and visa data, and inform the
immigration Authorities of those students whose attendance falls
below the standard required by their visa.



International House London

16 Stukely Street

Covent Garden

London WC2 5LQ

United Kingdom

Tel. 	+44 (0) 20 7117 2425

Fax. 	+44 (0) 20 7117 4175

email ufp@ihlondon.com

www.ihlondon.com

Printed on 80% recycled paper, 
20% from sustainable forests.
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6-Month Programme

Course end date to be confirmed.  
Please check at time of applying.
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9-Month Programme

Please check 2012 term and exam dates at time of applying.

Start date:	
26.09.2011

Study Break
28 March 2011 -10 April 2011, 20 -24 June (6-month course)
5 December for 6 weeks (9-month course) 

Exam weeks
27 June -1 July (6-month course)
Please check exam dates for the 9-month course at the time of applying

Course Calendar

Start date:	
19.09.2011


