Visa Guidance for Potential Students
This information is for guidance only. Please contact your local Embassy or consult the UKBA website: http://www.bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/studyingintheuk  for up-to-date information and advice on visa-related issues.

Students from the EU, EEA or Switzerland do not need a visa to enter the UK and do not need to read any of this information about visas (for a list of the countries in this category, please see the table below.) Students from all other countries need a visa which permits study in the UK. There are three main types of student visas: 
· The Extended Student Visitor Visa (ESVV)

· The Student Visitor Visa (SVV) 
· The General Student Visa (GSV)
Please note that you can’t enter the UK on a Visitor’s Visa if your intention is to study. If you do not have a valid visa, you will not be allowed to study at International House. Please note that you need to bring your passport on the first day of your course as well as your course confirmation letter.
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 EEA, EU & Switzerland 

If you are from one of the following countries, you do not need a visa for the UK.  If you come from any other country, you will need a visa.

	Austria

Belgium

Bulgaria

Cyprus

Czech Republic

Denmark

Estonia

Finland

France

Germany

Greece
	Hungary

Iceland

Ireland

Italy

Liechtenstein

Latvia

Lithuania

Luxembourg

Malta

Netherlands

Norway
	Poland

Portugal

Romania

Slovakia

Slovenia

Spain

Sweden

Switzerland

United Kingdom


The Different Types of Student Visas
If you are not from the EU, EEA or Switzerland, you need to decide what kind of visa will be best for you. The following notes should help you understand the system and decide what to do.

The Student Visitor Visa (SVV)

This visa is for students who want to study in the UK for a period of 6 months or less. If you are a visa-national (click here for a list of the countries in this category), you need to apply for this visa in your country. If you are a non-visa national (click here for a list of the countries in this category), you can get your passport stamped as a Student Visitor free on arrival. A Student Visitor Visa (SVV) does not give you the right to work in the UK and can’t be renewed or extended. There is no level requirement and you are free to study any number of hours per week.
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 The Extended Student Visitor Visa (ESVV)

This is a new kind of visa (as of 10/01/2011) which allows students to study in the UK for a period of 6 to 11 months. Please note that both visa and non-visa nationals have to apply for this visa before leaving their home countries. All other conditions are the same as for the Student Visitor Visa (SVV), but please check the UKBA website for updated information. http://www.bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/studyingintheuk
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The General Student Visa (GSV)

The General Student Visa can be obtained for a period of up to 3 years (if you are 18 years or older), can be extended from within the UK and currently gives students the right to work (Please consult the UKBA website: http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/studyingintheuk/adult-students/conditions/ for up-to-date information).  To obtain this visa, you need to provide evidence that your current level of English is B1 and that you are able to start a course at B2 level (of the Common European Framework of Reference). Click here for a list of the UKBA approved tests. You also need to study a minimum of 15 hours (20 lessons) per week. 

Please note that a GSV must always be obtained in advance. The current fee for a GSV is £220 (as of 1/10/2010), but please check http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/studyingintheuk/adult-students/visa-fees/  to confirm this.

Visa Comparison Table
	Type of visa


	Advantages
	Regulations

	Student Visitor Visa (SVV)
	· Your English can be at ANY level.

· You can choose how many hours you want to study per week.

· You can study at different schools during your stay.


	· This visa is for a maximum of 6 months.

· Your stay can’t be extended and you have to wait 6 months (after the expiry date) to apply for another SVV from your country.

· You are not allowed to work in the UK.

· Visa nationals need to apply for this visa before leaving home, non-visa nationals can get an entry stamp on arrival in the UK.

	Extended Student Visitor Visa (ESVV)
	· Your English can be at ANY level.

· You can choose how many hours you want to study per week.

· You can study at different schools during your stay.


	· This visa is for a maximum of 11 months.

· Your stay can’t be extended.

· You are not allowed to work in the UK.

· Both visa and non-visa nationals have to apply for this visa before leaving home.

· You need to show evidence that you intend to study in the UK for a period of between 6- 11 months.

· You can’t switch to a different type of visa while in the UK.



	General Student Visa (GSV)
	· This visa can be obtained for a maximum of 3 years (if you are 18 years old or above).

· You can extend your visa from within the UK.

· You can work up to 10 hours per week.


	· You must be able to prove that your current level of English is B1 and that you are ready to start a course at Level B2 (of the Common European Framework of Reference).

· You must study a minimum of 15 hours (20 lessons) per week.

· You can only study at the school which accepted you and through which you got your visa. If you want to change school, you will need a new visa.

· Both visa and non-visa nationals have to apply before leaving home.


What kind of visa should I apply for?

The kind of visa which you apply for depends on:

· How long you intend to study in the UK

· What kind of course you are going to study (Please note that if you are intending to follow a University Foundation Programme, you can’t apply for the new Extended Student Visitor Visa. You could either apply for a 6 month Student Visitor Visa or a General Student Visa)
· How many hours per week you are going to study (if you want a General Student Visa you have to study a minimum of 15 hours (20 lessons)per week
· Your level of English (for a General Student Visa, you need to be at B1 level and you must ready to start a course at B2)
Please download the following flow charts if you are still unsure of what visa you should apply for.

SVV/ ESVV flow chart
GSV/ Tier 4 flow chart
 Am I a visa or non-visa national?

If you have decided to come to the UK on a Student Visitor Visa (for a maximum of 6 months), you need to know if you are a visa or a non-visa national. Visa nationals need to apply for the 6 month Student Visitor Visa before travelling to the UK, but non-visa nationals can get their passport stamped as a Student Visitor on arrival. 

Visa Nationals

If you are from one of the countries listed below, you ALWAYS need to apply for a visa before leaving your country .The following link may also be useful to determine if you are a visa or a non-visa national: http://www.ukvisas.gov.uk/en/doineedvisa/
	fghanistan 

Albania

Algeria

Albania

Angola

Armenia Azerbaijan Bahrain Bangladesh Belarus

Benin

Bhutan

Bolivia

Bosnia Herzegovina Burkina Faso Burma

Burundi

Cambodia Cameroon

Cape Verde

Central African Republic

Chad

China (except for Hong Kong and Macao)

Colombia Comoros

Cuba Democratic Republic of the Congo

Djibouti Dominican Republic

Ecuador

Egypt Equatorial Guinea

Eritrea Ethiopia

Fiji

Gabon

Gambia

Georgia

Ghana

Guinea

Guinea Bissau

Guyana


	Haiti

India

Indonesia

Iran

Iraq

Ivory Coast

Jamaica

Jordan

Kazakhstan

Kenya

Korea (North)

Kuwait

Kyrgyzstan

Laos

Lebanon

Liberia

Libya

Macedonia Madagascar

Malawi

Mali

Mauritania

Moldova

Mongolia Morocco Mozambique Nepal

Niger

Nigeria

Oman

Pakistan

Peru

Philippines Qatar
	Russia

Rwanda

Sao Tome e Principe

Saudi Arabia

Senegal

Sierra Leone

Somalia

South Africa (except those who have already visited the UK using this passport)

Sri Lanka

Sudan

Surinam

Syria

Tajikistan

Tanzania

Thailand

Togo

Tunisia

Turkey

Turkmenistan

Uganda

Ukraine

United Arab Emirates

Uzbekistan

Venezuela*

Vietnam

Yemen

Zambia

Zimbabwe

The territories formerly comprising the socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia

* Venezuelan visitors who have new secure fingerprint passports issued since 2007 will be allowed to enter the United Kingdom without applying for a visa


Non-Visa Nationals

If you are a non-visa national, you can get your passport stamped as a student visitor (allowing you to study for a maximum of six months) free on arrival in the UK. However, remember that it might be safer for you to apply for a visa from your country regardless.
	 Argentina

Australia

Brasil

Canada

Chile

Croatia/Herzegovena

Honduras
	Hong Kong

Israel

Japan

Malaysia

Mexico

New Zealand

Panama
	Paraguay

South Korea

Taiwan

Tibet

Uraguay

USA


Please note:  If you are a non-visa national and only have an Entry Clearance Student Visitor Visa stamp in your passport, you should carry the following documentation if you decide to travel out of the UK during your course: your course confirmation letter, your visa letter and any other International House documentation which you may have. Please see somebody at reception if you are unsure of what you should carry with you.

What should I do when I have decided what kind of visa to apply for ?
1. Send us a copy of your passport 

We need your passport to issue you with an accurate visa letter. If you are still not sure which visa you should apply for, please email the Student Services Team: info@ihlondon.com and we will try our best to advise you. The following link on the UKBA website might also be able to help you in deciding what action you should take: http://www.ukvisas.gov.uk/en/doineedvisa/
If you would like to apply for a General Student Visa (GSV), you also need to send us proof that you are currently at a B1 Level of English (on the Common European Framework of Reference) and that you are able to start a course at B2 level.

Below is a list of UKBA approved English Language Tests that have been assessed as meeting the requirements for the General Student Visa (Please note that no proof of level is needed for the Student Visitor Visa or the Extended Student Visitor Visa).
· Test of English as a Foreign Language - Internet based test (TOEFL IBT)

· Pearson Test of English Academic (PTE Academic) 

· International English Language Testing System (IELTS) – General Training or Academic Module

· International Legal English Certificate (ILEC)

· International Certificate in Financial English (ICFE)

· Certificate of Proficiency in English (CPE), Advanced English (CAE), First Certificate in English (FCE) and Preliminary English Test (PET)

· Certificate in Advanced English (CAE)

· Business English Certificate (BEC) Vantage, Higher and Preliminary


2. We will provide you with a visa letter (for ESVV and SVV) or a CAS statement (for a GSV)

If you are applying for a General Student Visa, we will provide you with a CAS statement which you will use (together with your proof of level) to apply for a visa from your home country. 

Remember that both visa and non-visa nationals need to apply for an Extended Student Visitor Visa from their home countries but that non-visa nationals can get a 6 month Student Visitor Visa stamp on entry into the UK.

When should I apply for my visa?

Please note that it can take quite a long time for your visa application to be processed. Therefore, we advise that you consider this when you book your course. For information on visa processing times in your country, you can consult the following link on the UKBA website: http://www.ukvisas.gov.uk/en/howtoapply/processingtimes
Frequently Asked Visa Questions:

1. How can I apply for a visa?

In some countries, you are able to make your application online. The UKBA website will help you find the application form that you need: Students applying for a SVV need to use VAF1D.
2. How much does an ESVV (Extended Student Visa) cost?

The price of the ESVV (11 month Student Visitor Visa) is exactly the same as the price for the Student Visitor Visa- £70. However, please check the UKBA website for up-to-date prices.

3. Can I study a University Foundation course or any other course on an Extended Student Visitor Visa (ESVV)?

No, you can only study a course where 100% of the syllabus and teaching is English Language. However, you can do a non- English Language course on a 6-month Student Visitor Visa (SVV).

4. How long will it take to renew my General Student Visa (Tier 4)?
It is recommended that you submit the application form (as well as all the supporting documents) a minimum of 8 weeks before your current visa expiry date. The UKBA aims to process applications between 4 to 14 weeks after you have submitted your biometric information, but this only an estimated timescale.

5. If I come to the UK on a Student Visitor Visa or an Extended Student Visitor Visa, can I change and get a General Student Visa in the UK?

No, if you want to apply for a General Student Visa, you will have to go back to your country.

6. How much money do I need to have to apply for a General Student Visa?

You must show that you have enough money to cover the cost of your entire course as well as £800 per month for living costs.

7. Can I study if I have a working visa for the UK?
Yes, if you are allowed to work in the UK, then you are also allowed to study. 

8. If I am a non-visa national and I travel outside the UK, my passport will be stamped again when I re-enter the country. Does this mean that my visa is now valid from the date on the second stamp?

No, a Student Visitor visa cannot be renewed or extended. Your visa is valid for 6 months from the date on your first stamp (when you entered the UK).

If you do not bring your passport on Day 1, you will be asked to go home and fetch it before entering your first class.





Please note: If you are a non-visa national, you can simply get your passport stamped as a Student Visitor on arrival in the UK. However, it might be better for you to apply for a 6 month Student Visitor Visa from your country. It is not essential, but it could reduce the risk of you being refused entry.





Please note: No student will be able to get their passport stamped with an ESVV (Extended Student Visitor Visa) on arrival in the UK. ALL students have to apply for this kind of visa before travelling to the UK.





Please Note: Both visa and non-visa nationals need to apply from their home countries if they want a General Student Visa or an Extended Student Visitor Visa.





Please Note:  You need to include EXACTLY the same documentation in your application for a General Student Visa as stated on your CAS statement (Confirmation of Acceptance of Studies).Each transcript of your results must be the original (not a copy) and must clearly show your name, the name of the academic institution, the title of the test and the confirmation of the award.











